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Information accuracy 
This document has been updated as of 11/14/2020 and was as accurate as possible at that time. It will 

continue to be updated from time to time so you may want to check with the program if you are using this 
booklet after that date to ensure that the information is accurate. To do so you may contact Dr. Stewart at 
mgs4gifted@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
Nondiscrimination Statement 

The IDEAL4Gifted program does not discriminate in admissions or its practices on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, gender, disability, or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access 
to all children and youth. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-
discrimination policies: Dr. MG Stewart - Chief Academic Officer, mgs4gifted@gmail.com  

 
Copyright Restrictions: The information herein was compiled by Dr. MG Stewart on 8/16/2020 and is the 

sole property of Dr. Stewart and IDEAL4Gifted The information herein is as up to date as possible but is 
subject to change and should not be exclusively relied upon for information about this program after the date 
listed above. 

None of this document may be copied or disseminated without the express permission or direction of 
IDEAL4Gifted or Dr. MG Stewart. Requests to share this information should be directed to Dr. MG Stewart at 
mgs4gifted@gmail.com. 

 
Limit of Liability/Disclaimer of Warranty: IDEAL4Gifted and Dr. MG Stewart have used their best 

efforts in preparing this document, neither they nor the MA Association for Gifted Education (MAGE) make 
any representation or warranties with respect to the contents, accuracy, or completeness of the substance of 
this booklet and specifically disclaim any implied warranties of merchantability or fitness for a particular 
purpose. No warranty of any kind  may be created or extended through these materials. The information and 
strategies contained herein may not be suitable for your situation. Neither IDEAL4Gifted, Dr. Stewart, nor the 
MA Association for Gifted Education (MAGE) shall be liable for any loss incurred commercially, personally, or 
in other areas as reasons for damages. Readers should be aware that sources indicated for further 
information may have changed from the time this was written to the time when it is read. 

mailto:mgs4gifted@gmail.com
mailto:mgs4gifted@gmail.com
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ABOUT US 
 

IDEAL4Gifted is a student centered online learning community devoted to  

Innovative, Differentiated, Enriched, Accelerated , Learning that is tailored to students 

who are gifted, twice-exceptional, advanced, and those who have the potential to learn 
beyond their grade level. We challenge students in ways that fit their levels of readiness, 
include their interests, creativity, and original thoughts. 
 Our curriculum and methods are based on professionally researched best practices in 
gifted education that can result in the fulfillment, satisfaction, and enjoyment that is inherent 
in the authentic learning process. We constantly strive to provide an intellectual, principled, 
creative, and enriching foundation for our students to become the next visionaries, 
innovators, and leaders by identifying and cultivating their abilities through creative, 
challenging, and differentiated programming. 
 
Mission Statement 
 IDEAL4Gifted is dedicated to providing an excellent education for academically gifted, 
twice-exceptional, advanced students, and those who show evidence of the need for more 
advanced work than is available to them in the public school or other private situations. We 
strive to support students both academically and socially and emotionally such that they 
can achieve in ways that are commensurate with their abilities and in so doing may be 
launched on a path to becoming the innovators, problem solvers, and leaders of tomorrow. 
 We are dedicated to building students' knowledge, character and confidence, to 
encourage and support their creative and critical thoughts and actions, and to providing 
students with the skills to succeed in future academic, professional, and personal 
endeavors. We believe that our most highly able children and youth need an education that 
is significantly different than that usually offered in general education and special education 
classes throughout the country. These include appropriate and fitting intellectual, social, 
and emotional support. We are keenly aware of these students’ asynchronous development 
and constantly strive to accommodate their educational needs.  We exist for the sake of 
the students. We strive to build a positive, supportive, encouraging, and enjoyable learning 
experience for every student. We therefore use a strength-based pedagogy.  
 
Definition of Giftedness 
 IDEAL4Gifted utilizes a broad definition of giftedness that is consistent with both the 
National Association for Gifted Children (see https://www.nagc.org/about-nagc/nagc-
position-statements-white-papers) and the Renzulli Center for Creativity, Gifted Education, 
and Talent Development at the University of CT at Storrs, 
https://gifted.uconn.edu/schoolwide-enrichment-model/what_is_giftedness/  
as well as the common characteristics of giftedness by Dr. James Webb et. al. As such, 
giftedness is understood to be at the intersection of creative thinking, above average ability, 
and task commitment when brought to bear on an area of interest to the individual.  
 Giftedness is not usually across the board in all domains. It tends to be in certain areas 
of human endeavor that are specific to the individual's interests. It can be latent, emergent, 
or manifest. It emerges in certain people, at certain times, and under certain circumstances. 
and its manifestation can be greatly affected by chance and the person's environment.  
 Furthermore, we acknowledge and affirm that while this may be a somewhat rare 
phenomenon at a rate of approximately 5% of the population in each domain, it occurs in all 
populations, all classes, races, ethnicities, religions, and persuasions. It knows no societal, 
temporal, or geographic boundaries. 

https://www.nagc.org/about-nagc/nagc-position-statements-white-papers
https://www.nagc.org/about-nagc/nagc-position-statements-white-papers
https://gifted.uconn.edu/schoolwide-enrichment-model/what_is_giftedness/
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The Culture and Climate 

Everything we do is for the students. Were it not for them we wouldn’t be here or have a 
purpose. Our goal is to share the learning experience with them as their guides and to light 
a fire for learning in them more than to fill a bucket with information. We are here to support 
their learning and we care about our students as people who are  beginning life’s journey. 
We understand that since time waits for no one, students only get one chance to be where 
they are in their lives. Therefore, it is up to us to nurture them in ways that are helpful and 
productive for their learning and development. 

We respect students as unique individuals and younger learners. We expect them to 
respect themselves, each other, and us in return. We have one rule. It may seem simplistic, 
but it tends to encompass what is necessary, that is, “Be Nice.” If it’s not nice don’t do it or 
say it. 

OUR TEAM 
Dr. MaryGrace Stewart - Chief Academic Officer & Teacher  
 Dr. Stewart is devoted to gifted education. She has been a gifted and talent 
development teacher for over 30 years, has worked in 3 states, 9 school districts, under 16 
administrations, grades pre-K through 12 in all subject areas.  
 She has held several MA and CT licenses in Education, has been a presenter on gifted 
education topics at several conferences across the U.S. to educators and parents, was the 
New England delegate to China for an international exchange on Gifted Education, and 
went to Kenya in 2018 to help their national gifted education policy makers and leaders 
develop gifted education and train teachers there. She has written gifted education 
curricula, has designed G/T programs for children from pre-school through high school, and 
has written various articles on gifted education. 
 She is member of the Council of Exceptional Children, the World Council for Gifted and 
Talented Children, the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, and the 
National Association for Gifted Children where she is a member of several of their networks 
and has been the Program Chair for the Parent and Community Network. She is president 
of the Massachusetts Assoc. for Gifted Education where she works tirelessly as the Parent 
Liaison and the coordinator of their MAGE Services Network and is a member of the MAGE 
State Advocacy group. In 2016 she received their services award for coordinating and 
running their annual conference, in 2020 she created and led their online conference, and 
most recently where she created and is building IDEAL4Gifted an online program for gifted 
and 2e students in MA and around the world. 
She is also a key member of the MA Gifted and Talented Advisory Council where she 
serves on three subcommittees. 
 Her formal education includes her doctorate from the Rossier School of Education at the 
University of Southern CA in Education Leadership and Change with her dissertation on 
gifted education in MA. She also holds an advanced graduate degree (ABD) from the 
University of CT in Gifted Education, a masters in Physiology/Education/Art from SUNY 
Fredonia, a bachelor’s in art education from SUCNY Buffalo, and a certificate of Mime for 
the Actor from The Canadian Mime School at Niagara on the Lake, Ontario.  

 
Dr. Yvonne De St Croix - Teacher 
 Dr. de St. Croix is a high-energy optimist who performs in the field of gifted education 
with perseverance and curiosity. She holds a doctorate in Educational Leadership with 18 
years of experience as a talented and gifted coordinator, practitioner, researcher, and 
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specialist. Utilizing her strong expertise in national, state, and local education policy and 
advocacy, she serves as a tireless advocate for high-quality education with equity and 
fidelity for all learners. Dr. de St. Croix designs, teaches, coaches, models, and implements 
differentiated instructional techniques to advance the academic and cognitive abilities of all 
students. Her research includes qualitative and quantitative data analysis to advise and 
recommend cohesive and proactive educational practice and discourse. She collaborates 
with leaders and stakeholders in advocating for the gifted and talented at the local, state, 
and national levels. She has worked internationally regarding empowering transformative 
actions, policies, and education practices. 

She has worked nationally and internationally with organizations and as a presenter at 
ASCD, NAGC, the World Council for Gifted and Talented Children, European Council for 
High Ability, and also has been recognized as a national fellow with Hope Street Group, 
state governor's fellowship, and has received awards from the International Literacy 
Association, the North Carolina Reading Association, and the National Council of Teachers 
of English. She is highly involved in professional development, program implementation, 
and publishing articles on STEM, creativity, and literacy. Professionally, she collaborates 
with teams of specialists to maximize the impact of data-driven, educationally-focused 
policy endeavors to effectively produce and communicate proposed recommendations and 
site-based plans and curriculum with relevant, rigorous content. She advised gifted and 
talented guidelines and legislation established by the state of CT for identification and 
services and also identifies and responds effectively to issues regarding the academically 
gifted student populations and their teachers specifically and their stakeholders at local and 
state levels.  

She was recognized in 2015 as a Teacher's Voices Network fellow, a 2014 Governors 
Teachers Network educator. She partnered with the NC Collaborative Conference for 
Student Achievement focusing on data-driven differentiation. Her doctoral work focuses on 
Education Leadership and was honored by NCRA (North Carolina Reading Association) 
and recently recognized for her leadership by the International Literacy Association. 
Yvonne unites STEM and literacy to advocate for gifted learners through writing grants that 
focus on experiential learning and informs gifted practices through her influence in the 
National Association for Gifted Children, National Council of Teachers of English, and 
the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards.  With her can-do attitude, she 
feels we at IDEAL4Gifted can help students and ourselves strive towards wisdom through 
collaboration, active listening, and cooperative relationships which can be achieved through 
teaching that is built on trust and respect. She is also an officer on the board of the CT. 
Association for the Gifted where she and her family reside. 

 
Mrs. Susan Brin-O'Brien - Business and Marketing Leader and Admissions Support  
Sue is an experienced businesswoman with a specialty working with small business in the 
areas of business planning, marketing, branding, and website design. She is committed to 
gifted education, IDEAL4Gifted, and knows the issues of gifted and twice-exceptional 
children first-hand through her experiences with her son and in advising others. 

 
Mrs. Lissamar Cruz - Spanish Teacher  
Mrs. Cruz is an experienced educator who has worked as an ESL teacher and is a native 
Spanish speaker. She comes recommended to us by several homeschoolers and other 
educators. 
 
Ms. Jillian Markow - Latin Teacher  
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Ms. Markow is a very experienced teacher of gifted students who has her degree from Mt. 
Holyoke College and strengths in teaching Latin, English Language Arts and Math. She is 
among those educators that worked in the earliest phases of this program. 
 
Mr. Adam Rosell - Engineering Teacher 
Mr. Roselle is an experienced contractor with gifted children who not only has his own 
company but also has taught gifted and twice-exceptional students at Acera school and 
who is delighted to be able to join our online team. 
 
The Massachusetts Association for Gifted Education (MAGE) 
IDEAL4Gifted is associated with MAGE which provides us with support in various structural 
and administrative ways through its mission, board, and treasurer. 

WHY US? 
At IDEAL students receive a ceilingless education filled with advanced, creative, and 

enriched opportunities. We meet high standards for learning and follow best practices in 
gifted education as set by the National Association for Gifted Children and current 
research. Students participate in classes that are matched to their readiness in each 
subject and we have dynamic enrichment opportunities both during and after school hours. 
Unlike many other online learning programs, ours has live teachers and a well-organized, 
well thought out curriculum scope and sequence in every subject that is created for highly 
able students by gifted education specialists. We are the only educational organization that 
provides live online classes specifically for highly able students in Massachusetts. Ours is a 
culture of support and encouragement where triumphs are celebrated, and errors are 
steppingstones for creative thought and greater learning. 

Advantages of Our Programming 
IDEAL4Gifted has very small class sizes, with between 3 and 8 students per teacher, 

and it focuses on student learning readiness and interests. We have live classes with face 
to face interaction and real fellow students, that while small so each student gets sufficient 
attention, is an authentic class that has class interactions and dynamics. We also use texts, 
videos, articles, reference materials of many kinds, and curricular matched games. We 
have a lot of projects, value creative thinking and multiple ways to get to a satisfactory 
result. 

 
For Gifted and Twice-exceptional Children and Youth 

IDEAL4Gifted is a good fit for gifted, twice-exceptional, advanced, and students who 
show evidence of academic advancement in at least one subject area. The advancement 
should be at least one year above their chronological age. It can also be a good fit for 
students where the public or private school isn't addressing the student's learning needs in 
ways that are suitable to their abilities and sensibilities.  

Twice-exceptional students are very welcome and make up a large part of our student 
population. However, we may not be able to directly address the special needs portion of 
an IEP or 504 plan. Also, parents need to notify the Chief Academic Officer about the 
nature of a student's special needs so that arrangements can be made for accommodations 
that we can offer and those that we cannot.  

Parents of IDEAL's students appreciate the many benefits of our educational model. 
These include not only meaningful engagement in academics but also students learn time 
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management skills, develop a heightened sense of intrinsic motivation to achieve academic 
and extra-curricular success, and are able to pursue their own goals and interests while 
experiencing an exceptional education. 

For Homeschoolers 
IDEAL4Gifted is perfect for homeschooling highly-able students though its range of 

options from one class to full-time. We are dedicated to providing your child with a 
curriculum that is adapted to their learning needs, provided and directed by caring 
experienced, and knowledgeable teachers, for an education that honors your child’s 
abilities and learning needs. We provide the peace of mind that your child is getting an 
excellent education with a solid and enriched curriculum and highly qualified teachers. 
IDEAL4Gifted can provide homeschool families with academic subjects or enrichment 
opportunities while allowing and supporting the use of other local resources, as best fits the 
student. This is especially helpful so parents themselves don't have to be experts on every 
subject and gifted education. We are committed to helping homeschool families succeed at 
distance learning. We believe learning is natural and inherently satisfying. Our goal is to 
help you develop a homeschool program that fits your child intellectually, emotionally, and 
developmentally. We can even help you fill out the forms your district requires if you'd like. 

ACADEMIC - FOUNDATIONS 
A Synthesis of Excellence 
 The conceptual and practical ideas, systems, and methods of IDEAL4Gifted was 
created by Dr. Stewart, our Chief Academic Officer. It is a synthesis of education 
excellence based on the work of the most eminent leaders and researchers in the field of 
gifted education and the work of other leaders in the field of general education, creativity, 
psychology, intelligence theory, and pedagogical practices.  
The most influential concepts, systems, and models in this program are from the work of 
Drs Renzulli and Reis for their Schoolwide Enrichment Model, Dr. Sandra Kaplan for her 
work on using universal themes and systems for increasing depth and complexity, Dr. Carol 
Ann Tomlinson for her work in the area of differentiation of curriculum and instruction, Drs. 
Sydney Parnes, Right Noller, and Donald Treffinger in the area of creativity, Dr. Susan 
Baum on twice-exceptional students. Other influential work that is a part of this synthesis 
include Dr. George Betts on The Autonomous Learner Model, Dr. Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi 
on flow and positive psychology, Dr. Kazimierz Dombrowski on Overexcitabilities, Dr. 
Donna Ford, Dr. Gilman Whiting, Dr. Terek Grantham, Dr. Joy Lawson-Davis, Ken Dickson, 
Dr. Terrance Friedrichs, and Dr. P.J. Sedillo on diversity and equity in gifted education, Dr. 
Howard Gardner on Multiple Intelligences, Dr. Maureen Neihart, Dr. Thomas Hebert, Dr. 
James Webb, et al. on the Social and Emotional Needs of the Gifted, Dr. Joyce Van-Tassel 
Baska, Dr. Ann Shoplick, Dr. Susan G. Assouline, and Dr. Nicholas Colangelo on 
Acceleration    https://www.accelerationinstitute.org/Nation_Empowered/, and Dr. Lev 
Vygotsky on the Zone of Proximal Development. 

Standards 
 IDEAL4Gifted uses a blend of national and state standards as the benchmarks and 
basic supports for its classes and programming. As a baseline minimum we use the 
Massachusetts State curriculum frameworks. In this way we ensure that students are not 
missing any content that they should have had from a MA public school education. We do 
not wish to leave any holes in their learning. 

https://www.accelerationinstitute.org/Nation_Empowered/
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 For subject specific standards we follow the guidelines from the national associations 
for each subject area. For example, for math we use the NCTM principles and guidelines 
as touchstones to ensure that we are consistent with each discipline's professional 
suggestions. 
 Because this is a program for gifted, twice-exceptional, and advanced students we also 
follow the guidelines set forth by the National Association for Gifted Children in both 
performance standards and teacher preparation. 

Curriculum - Guiding Principles 
● learning growth beyond prior knowledge 
● students function in the manner of the professionals adapted to their 

development 
○ processes 
○ products 
○ methods 

● in the student's zone of proximal development 
○ challenging but not frustrating 

● rooted in the essential concepts of the discipline 
● supports connections with other concepts 
● derived from universal themes 
● increases depth and complexity 
● utilizes inquiry 
● is consistent with Theories of Knowledge 
● uses authentic resources 
● has a student products orientation 
● includes authentically representative topics  
● has Ascending Levels of Intellectual Demand 
● is sensitive to students' affective needs 
● is flexible to learner needs 
● balances teacher output and student output 
● includes higher-order thinking, reasoning, and creativity 
● includes student strengths, interests, and identity 

Content 
 We use both professionally made and our own teacher made curricula and materials. All 
of our curricula are scrutinized for consistency with best practices in gifted education and 
are matched to the best fit for our students' learning needs.  
 We seek to nurture the student’s natural love of learning with creative and caring 
teachers and an interesting curriculum that is suited to the needs, strengths, and interests 
of these exceptional students. We encourage exploration, problem solving, higher order 
thinking skills, and creativity as well as positive social and emotional growth.  

Grouping 
 There are two types of groupings. One is their Homeroom which is a group of students 
who are generally their age. The other is by readiness for each subject each 10 weeks.  
 Readiness groupings - the novice level of a course would usually be the Alpha level. 
The next level is Beta, next Gamma, then Delta, and there may be a few that would be 
Epsilon.. If we cannot provide the extent of need for a subject we may suggest other 
schools or colleges for some courses. 
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 This kind of grouping is done so our students can usually work in their “zone of proximal 
development” which you might think of as the Goldilocks spot. This is where curriculum 
content, assignments, and projects match what is not too easy, not too hard, but just right 
for them to be challenged and learn not only the curriculum content but also the learning 
how to learn skills that include a certain amount of struggle, time management, and 
knowing when and how to get help. 

Homerooms 
Students also belong to a homeroom group that is usually a mixture of 3 years of 

chronological ages. For example, a homeroom group would likely include ages 5 to 7, 8 
through 10, or11 through 13. These groups are similar to early childhood, lower 
elementary, upper elementary, and middle school.  

The leader of a homeroom group will be those students’ guide on the side for all of the 
time that they are in the program (assuming it is a good fit for the student). You might think 
of them as a mentor. The homeroom mentor is someone who has their back. They will 
check in with them to see how they are doing on assignments and offer help with pretty 
much anything that pertains to their experience in the program.  

The homeroom is also a time for group or individual discussions aimed at supporting the 
social and emotional wellbeing of the students and for building friendships. The homeroom 
groups get to name themselves so that they can have a sense of friendship and ownership 
among themselves. They often use names of animals or famous scholars. Some that have 
been used in the past are the Meerkats, the Hoot Owls, the Fibonacci's, or DaVinci's.  

Assessments 
We use several types and forms of assessments. There are three basic types: pre-

assessment, formative assessment, and post-assessments. 
Pre-assessments are used to find out what a student already knows so we can match them 
to content they are ready for and not repeat their prior knowledge. Formative assessments 
check students’ learning along the way and Post Assessments tell us what the student has 
learned so far and where we need to go next. 
 In each case, the assessments exist to show what the student knows which includes all 
of their products in many forms. There are projects of all kinds, writing, images, 
presentations, representative problems, and many others that indicate the extent of the 
student's comprehension and application of curricular content and concepts. 

Progress Reports 
 At the end of each 10 week session teachers will provide parents with a progress report. 
It is exactly that: a report on the student’s progress. It will contain a number for each class 
that indicates the percent of mastery that has been demonstrated by the student through all 
of their products and assessments, and a short narrative about the student’s demonstrated 
strengths and areas for growth. 

School Day Program 
IDEAL4Gifted provides innovative learning experiences in many ways. Our 

programming is a synthesis of the work of several eminent experts in the field of gifted 
education.  

First and foremost, students are our focus. It is the intent that they be engaged in 
meaningful activities that provide mental exercise that genuinely engages them in their 
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learning. That they have greater enlightenment at the end of a course than when they did 
when they started, and that the learning experience is also enjoyable.  

In order to make this possible, we use a “diagnostic/prescriptive” approach in most 
classes. This helps to ensure a good fit for students in every subject by using various forms 
of pre-assessments to help determine a student’s prior knowledge and to as much as 
possible, to build on that knowledge not repeat it. Students are then placed in classes that 
are the best fit for their readiness. This usually results in multi-age classes.  

Because gifted and twice-exceptional students’ development is usually highly 
asynchronous, it is common that a student will be at different levels for different subjects. 
Therefore, they may sometimes be older than most students in the class, the same age as 
other students, or younger than most of the students. 

We also help students make sense of all of their learning by using universal themes as 
connectors across and within subject areas. These ideas are in all subjects, across all time 
and in all places of human existence. They include Balance, Beauty, Change, Conflict, 
Exploration, Force or influence, Order vs. Chaos, Pattern, Power, Relationships, Structure, 
Systems, and Truth. Connecting learning to these helps students understand the 
interconnections in their learning and in their world. 

We also regularly enrich the curricular content with concepts that help to increase the 
depth and complexity of that content. These include the learning concepts of the Language 
of the Discipline, Detail, Patterns, Trends, Rules, Ethics, across Disciplines, Multiple Points 
of View, across Time, and Unanswered Questions. 

As often as possible students will function  “in the manner of the professionals” with 
support for their level of development. For example, discussions of literature will often be 
done using the Socratic Method with the leader facilitating, asking questions, and drawing 
out students’ thinking. In science students will use the Scientific Method and do 
experiments and have labs and share their findings. In math students will delineate how 
they arrived at an answer through written communication. They may share the whiteboard 
as they interact with their ways of solving problems.  

OUR SCHEDULE 
General Timing 

The program at IDEAL4Gifted can be a full time experience 9:00 to 3:05 Monday 
through Friday like a brick and mortar school but it’s based online and yet students are not 
constantly on screens. In this way, parents should be able to attend to what they need to do 
knowing that their children are engaged in meaningful learning. It can also be part-time with 
as many as 3 classes per week or as few as 1. We have 3 sessions per year of 10 weeks 
each that follow the seasons and a summer session that is 4 weeks. 

Days 
We find that our students tend to learn or pick up information at a quick pace and 

with classes being so small, they tend to go through material in less time than would 
require 5 days per week. This liberates students and the program to be able to include 
things that aren’t generally available in a regular school setting. We have the usual classes 
Monday through Thursday. During those days, students are either in face to face live 
classes, in their homeroom, or working on their part of the learning cycle and checking in 
with their homeroom leader.  

Fridays are unique. We call them Fab Fridays. They include opportunities not usually 
afforded to students in public or private schools. There are two Fridays in each cycle. We 
call them Friday A and Friday B.  
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It is intended that students will take Math and English Language Arts two mornings 
per week and Social Studies and Science the opposite two days per week in the 
afternoons. Technology, Art, and Foreign Language are also in the afternoon. It is possible 
however, under special circumstances, that students may need to take all of their 
synchronous classes two days per week. If that is the case, we will attempt to 
accommodate them as best we can. 

Math, English Language Arts, Social Studies and Science are all two days per 
week live and face to face with their class and two days per week for asynchronous 
materials like readings, videos, and curricular matched games as well as their learning 
output time. This is time for them to do their part of the learning process, to be productive. 
These days also have a homeroom time where they show that day’s progress and can get 
help from a teacher. Math and English Language Arts are in the morning. Social Studies 
and Science are in the afternoons. 

Technology and Engineering includes everything from keyboarding to using 
standard computer programs to coding from novice to experienced programmer and 
designer. A range of difficulty is built into the program so that all students grow in their skills 
and learn new skills and ideas. Technology takes place one face to face class per week 
with the expectation of a similar period of time to be devoted to the learning and projects by 
each student another day per week. 

Visual Art is considered a part of life and an important opportunity for self-
expression, brain development, an appreciation of humanness and especially valuable for 
our Visual-Spatial learners. It is taught in a manner that honors every student no matter 
their preexisting skills. Students engage in projects that enlighten them in the elements of 
art and design, include 2D and 3D opportunities, and help them develop an understanding 
of information that also relates directly to other academic subjects and other art forms. It is 
one day per week with the expectation of a similar period of time to be devoted to the 
projects by each student another day per week. 

Spanish or Latin 
Students may choose whether to take Spanish or Latin. These classes are two days 

per week with the expectation that students will invest equal time the other two days per 
week. A range of background experience will be accommodated for but it is expected that if 
a student is fluent in Spanish that they will take Latin. The purpose of learning the language 
is not only its content but also to begin to understand other cultures and ways of thinking 
about the world. 

      Fab Fridays 
There are A-Fridays and B-Fridays that alternate every other calendar Friday. As 

long as there is social distancing students will work on Independent Investigations in 
areas of their interest both Friday afternoons. These are sometimes referred to as “Type 
llIs,” “Follow Your Dreams” or “Passion” projects. It is a half day in which students work with 
a teacher in live video meetings to help them follow an area of their interest. After a while, 
the desire for input in that area by the student usually becomes satiated. This is the input 
phase. Then comes the output phase which is to find a problem within the area they have 
been studying and begin to address it through the creation of a product or service. These 
projects can take as little as one 10 week session or as long as a full year.  

The morning half of A-Fridays are devoted to Explore which during social 
distancing are usually virtual field trips and explorations of new ideas. Once social 
distancing is no longer necessary, A-Fridays will become in-person field trips. We converge 
on a place to explore and to have a “brown bag” lunch. This is also a time for those who 
drive the students, the parents, to connect as well. When explorations are in person they 
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will take the full day but when they are virtual they will be half the day. In that other half of 
the day, students will have time to work on their Independent Investigations projects and/or 
there will be some of the thinking skills classes. There will be two teachers with them online 
to help guide and support them in any way they need on Fridays morning and afternoon. 

The mornings of B-Fridays are classes where students engage in learning skills 
that probably should be in every school curriculum but usually aren't and are of particular 
need for advanced and gifted students. These include higher order thinking skills that we 
call HOTS, learning to learn skills that we call 2L, and social and emotional skills that we 
call SASS. They include things like critical thinking, Creative Problem Solving, study skills, 
time management, leadership, social acumen, and self-understanding. 

 
Academic Subjects' Timing & Placement 
In order to be able to best place all students in their level, each of the subjects take 

place at the same time. For example, everyone does Math at 9:00 in the morning. That 
way, no matter what level a student is in for a subject, there is a group that meets at that 
time for them. They usually need to use that same time slot for their asynchronous activities 
as they do for their synchronous classes. This is when they are expected to do their 
learning activities that are posted in the Google Classrooms Classwork sections. On the 
asynchronous days they also meet with their homeroom leader to check in and see how 
they are coming along and if they need any help.  
  

In general the Monday - Thursday schedule goes like this. Everyone has: 
Math - 9:00 to 9:45 
2 days per week synchronous alternating with 2 days per week asynchronous 
break - 9:45 to 10:00 
English Language Arts - 10:00 to 11:00  
2 days per week synchronous alternating with 2 days per week asynchronous 
Homeroom before lunch - 11:00 to 11:20 
Lunch and free time - 11:20 to 12:00 
Spanish or Latin - 12:00 to 12:45  
2 days per week synchronous alternating with 2 days per week asynchronous 
break - 12:45 to 1:00 
Science - 1:00 to 1:45 - Mondays and Tuesdays 
1 day per week synchronous and 1 day per week asynchronous 
Social Studies - 1:00 to 1:45 - Wednesdays and Thursdays 
1 day synchronous and 1 day asynchronous 
Technology & Engineering - 2:00 to 2:45 - Mondays and Tuesdays 
1 day synchronous and 1 day asynchronous 
Visual Art - 2:00 to 2:45 Wednesdays and Thursdays 
1 day synchronous and 1 day asynchronous 
Homeroom 2:45 to 3:05 

The first week of each session is devoted to getting to know students, ascertaining their 
interest, preferred learning styles, and readiness in every subject. Therefore, it isn't until the 
2nd week that each individual student's schedule is completely set. Also, that means that 
from session 1 to 2 or 2 to 3 students may be regrouped based on what is then the makeup 
of the students. 
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Here are two examples of a student schedule showing the usual patterns for 
synchronous and asynchronous times. 

 

Sample Schedules 
One Possible Schedule - Here the orange is for classes that are synchronous online with the teacher and 
other students. White is asynchronous time for students to work on their assignments that have been 
assigned to them and are in the Google Classroom's "Classwork" section. This is time for them to learn and 
work on their own and make their own products. This helps to ensure that students have little or no work in 
the "afterschool" hours and that they are not onscreen all day. These assignments could be done at other 
times as are best for the family. The homerooms are provided to help support student asynchronous work 
dedicated to checking in, getting help, and to provide the very important opportunity to socialize. 
 

* Explore = in person Field Trips from 9:00 to 3:00 when no longer social distancing and virtual 

Explorations in the mornings with Independent Investigations when still social distancing. 

 
 
 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday A-Friday* B-Friday 
9:00 - 9:45 

 
 

Math Math Math Math 9:00 - 9:15 
Whole Group 

Opening 

9:00 - 9:15 
Whole Group 

Opening 

9:15 - 10:00 
Explore 

9:15 - 10:00 
Higher Order 

Thinking Skills 

9:45 - 10:00 Break  Break  10:00 - 10:15 Break 10:00 - 10:15 
Break 

10:00 - 11:00 
 
 
 

English 
Language 

Arts 
(reading, writing, 

vocabulary, 
grammar, & 

spelling) 

English 
Language 

Arts 
(reading, writing, 

vocabulary, 
grammar, & 

spelling) 

English 
Language 

Arts 
(reading, writing, 

vocabulary, 
grammar, & 

spelling) 

English 
Language 

Arts 
(reading, writing, 

vocabulary, 
grammar, & 

spelling) 

10:15 - 11:00 
Explore 

10:15 - 11:00 
Learning to Learn 

Skills 

11:00 - 11:15 Break 11:00 - 11:15 
Break 

11:00 - 11:20  Homeroom  Homeroom 11:15 - 12:00 
Explore 

11:15 - 12:00 
Social Acumen & 
Social-emotional 

Skills  

11:20 - 12:00 
 
 

Lunch and 
Free time 

Lunch and 
Free time 

Lunch and 
Free time 

Lunch and 
Free time 

12:00 - 12:45 
Lunch and Free 

time 

12:00 - 12:45 
Lunch and Free 

time 

12:00 - 12:45 
 
 

Spanish or 
Latin 

Spanish or 
Latin 

Spanish or 
Latin 

Spanish or 
Latin 

12:45 - 1:00 
Whole Group 

Meeting 

12:45 - 2:45 
Whole Group 

Meeting  

12:45- 1:00  Break  Break 1:00 - 1:45 
Independent 
Investigations  

 

1:00- 1:45 
Independent 

Investigations 
 

1:00 - 1:45 
 
 
 

Science Science Social Studies Social 
Studies 

1:45 - 2:00  Break  Break Break Break 

2:00 - 2:45 
 
 
 

Technology 
and 

Engineering 

Technology 
and 

Engineering 

Visual Art Visual Art 2:00 - 2:45 
Independent 
Investigations 

2:00 - 2:45 
Independent 

Investigations 

2:45 - 3:05 
 

Homeroom  Homeroom   2:45 - 3:00 
Whole Group 

Closing 

2:45 - 3:00 
Whole Group 

Closing 



 

15 

 
 
Another Possible Schedule - Here the blue is for classes that are synchronous online with the teacher and 
other students. White is asynchronous time for students to work on their assignments that have been 
assigned to them and are in the Google Classroom's "Classwork" section. This is time for them to learn and 
work on their own and make their own products. This helps to ensure that students have little or no work in 
the "afterschool" hours and that they are not onscreen all day. These assignments could be done at other 
times as are best for the family. The homerooms are provided to help support student asynchronous work 
dedicated to checking in, getting help, and to provide the very important opportunity to socialize. 
 

* Explore = in person Field Trips from 9:00 to 3:00 when no longer social distancing and virtual 

Explorations in the mornings with Independent Investigations when still social distancing. 

 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesda
y 

Thursday A-Friday* B-Friday 

9:00 - 9:45 
 
 
 

Math Math Math Math 
9:00 - 9:15 Whole 
Group Opening 

9:00 - 9:15   
Whole Group 

Opening 

9:15 - 10:00 
Explore 

9:15 - 10:00 
Learning to Learn 

9:45 - 10:00  Break  Break 

10:00 -11:00 
 
 
 
 

English 
Language 

Arts 

English 
Language 

Arts 
(reading, 
writing, 

vocabulary, 
grammar, & 

spelling) 

English 
Language 

Arts 

English 
Language 

Arts 
(reading, 
writing, 

vocabulary, 
grammar, & 

spelling) 

10:00 - 10:15 
Break 

10:00 - 10:15 
Break 

10:15 - 11:00 
Explore 

10:15-11:00 
Social Acumen & 
Social-emotional 

Skills 

11:00 - 
11:20 

 

Homeroom  Homeroom  11:00 - 11:15 
Break 

11:00 - 11:15 
Break 

11:20 - 
12:00 

Lunch and 
Free time 

Lunch and 
Free time 

Lunch and 
Free time 

Lunch and 
Free time 

11:15 - 12:00 
Explore 

Higher Order 
Thinking Skills 

12:00 - 
12:45 

 
 
 

Spanish or 
Latin 

Spanish or 
Latin 

Spanish or 
Latin 

Spanish or 
Latin 

12:00-- 12:45 
Lunch and Free 

time 

12:00-- 12:45 
Lunch and Free 

time 

12:45- 1:00 Break  Break  12:45 - 1:00 
Whole Group 

Meeting 

12:45 - 1:00 
Whole Group 

Meeting 

1:00 - 1:45 Science Science Social 
Studies 

Social 
Studies 

1:00 - 1:45 
Independent 
Investigations  

 

1:00 - 1:45 
Independent 
Investigations  

 

1:45 - 2:00 Break  Break  Break Break 

2:00 - 2:45 Technology 
and 

Engineering 

Technology 
and 

Engineering 

Visual Art Visual Art 2:00 - 2:45 
Independent 
Investigations  

 

2:00 - 2:45 
Independent 
Investigations 

2:45 - 3:05  Homeroom Homeroom for  
P-T students 
who are only 

synch. on Wed. 

Homeroom 2:45 - 3:00 
Whole Group 

Closing 

2:45 - 3:00 
Whole Group 

Closing 
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Learning as a Shared Responsibility 
We believe learning is a shared responsibility. We do not consider students buckets to be 
filled and then for that same material to be poured back out again. We include students in 
the process and the responsibility for their learning. In this program, the cycle of learning 
has times when there is output from the teacher and input for the students. This is their 
synchronous time. Likewise, there is time for output that is expected from the students 
which acts as input for the teacher to know where to go next. The student output time is 
primarily during their asynchronous time. It is like a dialogue of thought and learning.  
 In order to facilitate this ebb and flow of learning there are both synchronous and 
asynchronous learning experiences that students must participate in. Basically half the time 
students are in class with their teacher. The other half the time there are supportive 
learning materials and technology assignments for students to do their part. One of the 
advantages to breaking it up like this is that it also means that students will not be on the 
screen all the time. 
 Students’ progress is determined by both their synchronous and asynchronous 
involvement in their learning. 

ADMISSIONS 
The Process  

School Day Classes 
Our commitment to your child’s unique educational needs begins here. We are 

available via email to answer questions you may have. We also provide rolling admissions 
if a family needs them. 
      Admissions begin with families filling out a questionnaire form. We can send you the 
link to that if you feel you are interested enough to apply. Parents may also email us any 
information they have that will be helpful in supporting the fit of the student for this program. 
This usually includes attachments showing student work or testing results. Examples of 
prior work in Math, English Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies are especially 
helpful. 

All information is reviewed in a timely fashion. This begins with the CAO and at times 
will be done in consultation with one or more of the other teachers.  

Assuming these things indicate that this program would be a potential educational fit 
for the students, the next step is an online video meeting with the parents to discuss the 
prospective student with the CAO and perhaps one or more of the teachers. 

Then the CAO and possibly a teacher meet via online video with the prospective 
student who should have a parent close by, but the conversation is intended to be between 
the prospective student and the CAO and teacher. 

If it seems likely that the potential student will benefit from what IDEAL4Gifted has to 
offer then a letter is sent to the family letting them know that the student has been 
accepted. If it seems like IDEAL4Gifted would not be a good fit for the prospective student 
then we will send a letter explaining why and may make some suggestions for other options 
the family might want to consider. On occasion, we may suggest that the student take a 
class or two first so that we can get to know the student and they can get to know us. Then 
a complete determination would be made. 

The next step is that the parent register the student(s) for the classes they want 
them to attend. Once the funds are processed the student may begin attending classes. 

 
For questions pertaining to the information in this booklet or about the IDEAL4Gifted 
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program, you may contact our CAO Dr. Stewart at mgs4gifted@gmail.com 

2020/2021 IDEAL4Gifted School Year Calendar 
 

The rectangles indicate the days we are in session. The other days we are not in session. Orange is for 
the fall session, blue for the winter session, and green is for the spring session. 

 
Each School Day program session is 10 weeks long. The 1st week of each session is 
focused on assessments and placements for each subject.  The 2nd half of the 10th 
week may include culminating events such as presentations, performances, and 
appropriate celebrations.  
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PRICING 

School Day Program 
Paid by the Session Includes Cost per Session 

Full-time, One Session Math, English Language Arts, Spanish or 
Latin, Homeroom, Science, Social Studies, 
Technology & Engineering, Visual Art, and 
Fab Fridays  

$2400.00 

Individual Classes   

Math 2 Synchronous + 2 Asynchronous classes 
per week + Homeroom 

$  320.00 

English/Language Arts 2 Synchronous + 2 Asynchronous classes 
per week + Homeroom 

$  320.00 

Spanish or Latin 2 Synchronous + 2 Asynchronous classes 
per week + Homeroom 

$  320.00 

Science 1 Synchronous + 1 Asynchronous class 
per week + Homeroom 

$  160.00 

Social Studies 1 Synchronous + 1 Asynchronous class 
per week + Homeroom 

$  160.00 

Technology & Engineering 1 Synchronous + 1 Asynchronous class 
per week + Homeroom 

$  160.00 

Visual Art 1 Synchronous + 1 Asynchronous class 
per week + Homeroom 

$  160.00 

Fab Fridays Friday Mornings & Afternoons 
Independent Investigations and "Explore"  

$640.00 

 
 Paid by the Year (If you sign up for the full year all at once by the dates shown.) 

 Includes Cost per Year 

Full-time, Full Year 
If paid before by October 16, 
2020. 

Math, English Language Arts, Spanish or 
Latin, Homeroom, Science, Social Studies, 
Technology & Engineering, Visual Art, and 
Fab Fridays 

$6000.00 
(By the session 

= $7200.00) 
17% Discount 

Good Deal 

Early Bird Special 
Full-time, Full Year 
If paid by  
September 11, 2020 

Math, English Language Arts, Spanish or 
Latin, Homeroom, Science, Social Studies, 
Technology & Engineering, Visual Art, and 
Fab Fridays 

$4800.00 
 

30% Discount 
Best Deal! 

Rolling admissions  
For at least 2 sessions 

Math, English Language Arts, Spanish or 
Latin, Homeroom, Science, Social Studies, 
Technology & Engineering, Visual Art, and 
Fab Fridays 

Prorated from 
$7200.00 

by number of 
weeks 

Fair Deal 

 
Refund Policy 
Prorated refunds are possible at the end of the first week of classes if we are notified in 

writing within 24 hours of the end of the last class that week, or in the case of emergency. 
Refunds cannot be offered if the class is then reduced below three students as a result of 
the student withdrawing. 


